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FOSTORIA, Ohio — Roppe Corporation is proud to anno unce its strategic partnership with Starnet �  Worldwide, the 
Commercial Flooring Partnership, to create a better  world utilizing Roppe’s IMPACT program.  IMPACT, R oppe’s rubber 
products recycling program, was introduced in June of 2009.  As a leader of product innovation, qualit y and color options in 
the commercial flooring products industry, Roppe ha s done extensive research to create a program that meets the highest 
sustainability standards. 
 

Starnet® Worldwide is a commercial flooring network with mo re than 170 independently owned and operated floori ng 
contractor members in North America. With over $2 b illion in annual sales, Starnet is the largest comm ercial flooring 
association in the flooring industry. Offering exce ptional quality, value and service via a North Amer ican network of flooring 
contractors and vendor partners, Starnet has assume d a leadership role in industry environmental initi atives.  Jeanne Matson, 
Starnet President and CEO, commented “Roppe’s IMPAC T program is a great opportunity for all Starnet Me mbers to help 
clients achieve their environmental goals.  Our mem bers are successful business people who are committ ed to providing 
sustainable flooring solutions to every customer th ey service.”    

“As a preferred vendor with Starnet for the past 7 years, we have grown to rely on the members and the ir relationships with 
our distributor partners as a way to grow our busin ess as well as theirs”, says Rick Rollins, Director of Specifications for Roppe 
Holding Company.  “When we kicked off this recyclin g program it wasn’t a matter of who we would partne r with, but more a 
matter of the timing and how it would best work wit h Starnet.  Announcing this program partnership at the Starnet Annual 
Meeting is a great way to show our combined commitm ent to green building and design.” 

Roppe’s rubber flooring products can be found in ma ny of North America’s oldest schools, churches, hot els, healthcare 
facilities, office buildings and more.  At the poin t that the facility decides to renovate the space a nd replace their Roppe 
rubber flooring products, they can easily be recycl ed within the Roppe’s IMPACT Recycling program that  encourages building 
professionals – designers, contractors and owners –  to Rethink + Reuse + Recycle = Responsibility.   
 
“What makes this program unique is that we are offe ring a .01¢ per pound incentive for every pound rec ycled by the Starnet 
members to be accrued over a 1 year period,” says J eremy Whipple, Marketing Manager for Roppe Holding Company.  “At 
the 2011 Starnet Annual Meeting, we will proudly an nounce the grand total of recycled products generat ed from our Starnet 
partners and present them with a contribution check  payable to The Wounded Warrior Project as our appr eciation of their 
commitment to our program.”  
 
The IMPACT program begins with products being gathe red at the jobsite in recycled Gaylord containers f or return to our 
recycling partner, who is a leader in recycling non -tire rubber products in the Midwest, and are made into many different 
products.  In the past, rubber products with adhesi ve were not able to be recycled.  There was no real  solution for those 
interested in recycling other than scraping to remo ve the old adhesive prior to return for recycling.  However, after extensive 
research and development, a new proprietary process  was engineered that alleviates this problem.   Whi pple also added, 
“Many of our contractor partners have expressed tha t the process will ultimately end up being cost neu tral when considering 
the cost to landfill the products versus shipping t hem to our recycling partner.  The Starnet members have been very 
successful in recycling initiatives within the carp et industry.  Our desire is that Roppe’s rubber rec ycling process will eventually 
become a standard practice among contractors, much like those practiced in the carpet industry.  Roppe  is the first to 
implement a program of this sort for installed rubb er products and samples in the field and we have be en very pleased with 
how it has been received.” 
 



The most popular byproducts from the recycling proc ess right now are municipal landscaping mulches, pl ayground surfacing 
and rubber crumb for athletic fields and other appl ications.   Specialty products such as pavers and edgings can also be made 
as needed.  The rubber is treated with a new-age EP A approved adherent paint that is available is an a rray of eight dazzling 
colors, which means it doesn’t matter what color th e product is that you are recycling, because it can  be colored for 
consistency upon request.  Rollins also noted, “The  result of the Roppe IMPACT program and Starnet par tnership is that 
potentially thousands of pounds of jobsite waste ca n be diverted from our already gorged landfills and  repurposed into cost-
effective products that simultaneously promote the environment while providing beautiful, durable land scaping alternatives or 
eye-catching playground surfaces that are the clean est and safest on the American market.” 
 
The following products have been approved to be rec ycled with this vendor:  Pinnacle Rubber Base, Alph aBase®, BaseMates®, 
Pinnacle Plus Wall Base, Rubber Corner Blocks, Dimensions Rubber Tile, Smooth and Marbleized Rubber Ti le, Raised Design 
Rubber Tile and Tread, SafeTcork® Rubber Tile and Tread, Fiesta® Rubber Tile and Tread,  SafeTcork® Fiesta® Rubber Tile and 
Tread, Designer’s Choice ® Rubber Tile, Spike/Skate Resistant Tile, Recoil Fitness Flooring, Tuflex ® Recycled Rubber Tile and 
Rubber Accessories. 
 
Roppe joined the USGBC in 2003 and have since become a leader in the commercial flooring industry, pio neering many green 
product initiatives that come standard in 23 of our  product brands every day without sacrificing color  choices, stock 
availability or incurring added costs.  We continue  to look at our manufacturing processes and work to ward creating healthier 
work environments that produce sustainable products  for use in healthcare, education, hospitality, and  commercial interiors.  
The IMPACT program is another example of Roppe’s de dication to environmental responsibility that is de signed to simplify 
and encourage others within the industry to respect  our environment and protect our natural resources.  

 

About StarnetAbout StarnetAbout StarnetAbout Starnet ®®®® Worldwide Commercial Flooring Partnership Worldwide Commercial Flooring Partnership Worldwide Commercial Flooring Partnership Worldwide Commercial Flooring Partnership    
Since 1992, Starnet® Worldwide Commercial Flooring Partnership has been  a dedicated alliance of commercial flooring 
contractors throughout North America. Their mission  is to provide collective strength, integrity, shar ed best practices and 
advocacy of training across the industry. Through s trong partnerships with leading flooring manufactur ers and related service 
providers, Starnet ® members ensure complete customer satisfaction thro ugh excellence in project management, installation 
and service.  The membership’s combined efforts cre ate an annual volume of nearly two billion dollars.   For more information, 
call 1-800-787-6381 or visit www.starnetflooring.com . 
 
 


